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Father, as we reflect on the birth of our nationFather, as we reflect on the birth of our nation

and Your Providence in establishing It,and Your Providence in establishing It,
What we know not - teach us,What we know not - teach us,

What we have not - give us,What we have not - give us,
What we are not - make us,What we are not - make us,

For your Son’s sake,For your Son’s sake,
Amen.Amen.
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As we study the formation of our nation we must remember that . . .As we study the formation of our nation we must remember that . . .
While While God established this nationGod established this nation it is not a theocracy. it is not a theocracy.
While While God moved and moves in the minds and hearts of individuals in the development of our nationGod moved and moves in the minds and hearts of individuals in the development of our nation, , 

our governmental system is secular, not religious.our governmental system is secular, not religious.
While While many of our laws and governmental structures are based on Biblical conceptsmany of our laws and governmental structures are based on Biblical concepts, the final arbiter of our , the final arbiter of our 

governmental system is the law itself.governmental system is the law itself.

While While we study and ponder the people and events of our nation’s foundingwe study and ponder the people and events of our nation’s founding, , 
we should do so not to exalt them, but we should do so not to exalt them, but to learn from them so that we to learn from them so that we 
can better serve our Lord in the land in which we live.can better serve our Lord in the land in which we live.

We must furrther remember that God is Sovereign over ALL naations including the United States of America.We must furrther remember that God is Sovereign over ALL naations including the United States of America.
Daniel 2:21, Psalm 22:28, Psalm 75:6–7, Job 12:23, Jeremiah 18:7–10, Acts 17:26, Romans 13:1, John 19:11Daniel 2:21, Psalm 22:28, Psalm 75:6–7, Job 12:23, Jeremiah 18:7–10, Acts 17:26, Romans 13:1, John 19:11



  

From Reverence To Revival To RevolutionFrom Reverence To Revival To Revolution

Faith of OurFaith of Our
Founding FathersFounding Fathers
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The Prayer at Valley Forge" by Arnold Friberg The Prayer at Valley Forge" by Arnold Friberg Congressional Prayer RoomCongressional Prayer Room

George WashingtonGeorge Washington
The Founding FatherThe Founding Father
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GlossaryGlossary

Theocentric – Life is centered and focused on and by GodTheocentric – Life is centered and focused on and by God
Ecclisiocentric – Life is centered and focused on and by the ChurchEcclisiocentric – Life is centered and focused on and by the Church
Christian – one who believes that Jesus is God’s son and that He paid the price for Christian – one who believes that Jesus is God’s son and that He paid the price for 

one’s sins and also accepts Him as Savior and Lordone’s sins and also accepts Him as Savior and Lord
Deist – one who believes in a God who created the universe and now lets the universe Deist – one who believes in a God who created the universe and now lets the universe 

run on its own (Clockwork God)run on its own (Clockwork God)
Unitarian – one who believes in a single God as opposed to a Trinity and who denies Unitarian – one who believes in a single God as opposed to a Trinity and who denies 

the divinity of but not the teachings of Jesusthe divinity of but not the teachings of Jesus
Theistic Rationalist – one who blends natural theology (observation of the natural world Theistic Rationalist – one who blends natural theology (observation of the natural world 

to understand God) with elements of Christianity. to understand God) with elements of Christianity. 
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Who’s WhoWho’s Who

56 signers of the Declaration of Independence56 signers of the Declaration of Independence
56 were church members of Christian Denominations56 were church members of Christian Denominations

26 Anglicans*26 Anglicans* 14 Congregationalists14 Congregationalists
10 Presbyterians10 Presbyterians 4 Quakers4 Quakers
1 Catholic1 Catholic 1 Baptist (John Hart – New Jersey)1 Baptist (John Hart – New Jersey)

5  leaned toward Unitarianism (or Theistic Rationalism)5  leaned toward Unitarianism (or Theistic Rationalism)
2  leaned toward Deism2  leaned toward Deism

*Anglicans under British rule eventually became Episcopalians in America.*Anglicans under British rule eventually became Episcopalians in America.
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Who’s WhoWho’s Who

39 signers of the Constitution of the United States of America39 signers of the Constitution of the United States of America
39 were church members39 were church members

17 Anglicans17 Anglicans 6 Congregationalists6 Congregationalists
8 Presbyterians8 Presbyterians 4 Quakers4 Quakers
2 Catholics2 Catholics 2 Methodists2 Methodists

3  leaned toward Theistic Rationalism3  leaned toward Theistic Rationalism
1 1 leaned toward Deathbed Conversion Christianityleaned toward Deathbed Conversion Christianity
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Divine Providence in Founding DocumentsDivine Providence in Founding Documents

Declaration of Independence Declaration of Independence 
“. . . “. . . equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitleentitle them them . . .” . . .”

“. . . “. . . endowedendowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights . . .” by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights . . .”

“. . . appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the “. . . appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectituderectitude of our intentions . . .” of our intentions . . .”

“ And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm “ And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliancereliance on on
the the protectionprotection of  of divine Providencedivine Providence, we mutually pledge, we mutually pledge

to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”
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Divine Providence in Founding DocumentsDivine Providence in Founding Documents

Constitution of the United States of AmericaConstitution of the United States of America
Attestation ClauseAttestation Clause
“Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in “Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in 
the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names. . . . “States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names. . . . “

James Madison (Theistic Rationalist)James Madison (Theistic Rationalist) -In Federalist No. 37, Madison wrote that it was impossible not to see a divine hand in their success:  -In Federalist No. 37, Madison wrote that it was impossible not to see a divine hand in their success: 
"It is impossible for the man of pious reflection not to perceive in it a finger of that "It is impossible for the man of pious reflection not to perceive in it a finger of that Almighty handAlmighty hand which has been  which has been 

so frequently and signally extended to our relief in the critical stages of the revolution.”so frequently and signally extended to our relief in the critical stages of the revolution.”
George Washington (Theistic Rationalist)George Washington (Theistic Rationalist) - In a 1788 letter to the Marquis de Lafayette regarding the ratification of the Constitution: - In a 1788 letter to the Marquis de Lafayette regarding the ratification of the Constitution:

". . . it will demonstrate as visibly the ". . . it will demonstrate as visibly the finger of Providencefinger of Providence, as any possible event in the course of human affairs.", as any possible event in the course of human affairs."
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John HancockJohn Hancock John AdamsJohn Adams
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Quote of the DayQuote of the Day
King George called the American Revolution the Presbyterian War.King George called the American Revolution the Presbyterian War.

Meanwhile . . .Meanwhile . . .

Horace Walpole, addressed Parliament and declared,Horace Walpole, addressed Parliament and declared,

"There is no use crying about it."There is no use crying about it.
Cousin America has run off with a Cousin America has run off with a 

Presbyterian parson, and that is the end of it." Presbyterian parson, and that is the end of it." 


